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Agenda 
• Changes in Federal legislation 
• The increasing role of data and research 
• New programs and initiatives 
• Comments from Federal leadership 
• Discussion and conclusion 





Improved data systems led 
to a deeper understanding 
of the families and children 
affected by child abuse and 
neglect, foster care, and 
adoption. 



National data revealed 
that a growing 
number of older 
youth in foster care 
were remaining wards 
of the State until they 
reached legal age. 



Title IV-E, P.L. 99-272 
required the 
Children’s Bureau to 
help States establish 
initiatives to prepare 
foster children, ages 
16 and older, for a 
more successful 
adulthood. 



“Boarder babies” were those 
infants who stayed in 
hospitals, even after they 
were well enough to go 
home, while child welfare 
agencies looked for 
appropriate kin or foster 
family caregivers. 





On April 15, 1991, as a result of a DHHS reorganization, the 
Administration for Children and Families was created, including child-

oriented programs from the Family Support Administration, the 
Maternal and Child Health Block grant, and the Office of Human 

Development Services. 



The U.S. Advisory Board on 
Child Abuse and Neglect, 
established under the 1988 
amendments to CAPTA, 
released its first report in 
1990. 



April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month, a time to recognize 
that we can all play a part in promoting the social and emotional 

well-being of children and families in communities. 



LONGSCANs large data set 
allows in-depth exploration 
of critical issues related to 
child maltreatment. 



Due to a variety of factors, the number of children in foster care nearly doubled 
between 1986 and 1995. 



President Clinton signed the Family Preservation and Support Services Act on 
August 10, 1993. 



For the first time, States were formally urged to plan for services across programs 
and funding streams. 



The Family Preservation and Support Services Act established the Court 
Improvement Program (CIP). 



Congress authorized Child Welfare Demonstration Programs in 1994. 



The 1994 Social Security Amendments also reauthorized HHS to review the 
conformity of State child and family service programs with requirements in titles 

IV-B and IV-E. 



In 1994, Senator Howard 
Metzenbaum successfully 
attached MEPA to a law that 
was already moving through 
the Senate. 



In the 1992 reauthorization of 
CAPTA, Congress required the 
U.S. Advisory Board on Child 
Abuse and Neglect to develop 
a report on the nature and 
extent of child abuse and 
neglect fatalities. 



In 1995, the U.S. Advisory 
Board on Child Abuse and 
Neglect released “A Nation’s 
Shame: Fatal Child Abuse and 
Neglect in the United States,” 
which offered 26 
recommendations, including 
the establishment of Child 
Death Review teams. 



The 1996 CAPTA 
reauthorization 
reflected many of the 
concerns of the time. 



The Community-
Based Family 
Resource and 
Support (CBFRS) 
grants (now the 
Community-Based 
Grants for the 
Prevention of Child 
Abuse and Neglect 
[CBCAP]) were 
established in 1996. 



The Office on Child Abuse and Neglect provides leadership and direction on  CAPTA 
and Children’s Justice Act (CJA) programs. 



In 1996, the Inter-Agency Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect became the 
Federal Interagency Work Group on Child Abuse and Neglect. 



Finding ways to increase 
adoption was one of the 
concerns of the revitalized 
Children’s Bureau. 



1996 Adoption Opportunities demonstration grants focused on strategies for 
increasing adoptive placements for minority children and those with 

developmental disabilities. 



“Adoption 2002” outlined a 
series of policy and practice-
related steps toward achieving 
the President’s goal of 
increasing the number of 
adoptions and permanent 
placements between 1996 
and 2002. 



The recommendations from 
the Adoption 2002 report 
became the framework for the 
Adoption and Safe Families 
Act, signed into law on 
November 19, 1997. 



Acting Associate Commissioner Joe Bock (far left) presents an Adoption Excellence 
Award. 



The Personal Responsibility 
and Work Opportunities 
Reconciliation Act of 1996 
required the longitudinal 
study that would become 
known as the National Survey 
of Child and Adolescent Well-
Being (NSCAW). 



The Children’s Bureau 
published a final list of seven 
outcome measures in the 
Federal Register on August 20, 
1999. 



“Child Welfare Outcomes 
1998” was the first in a series 
of annual reports required by 
ASFA and included data from 
NCANDS and AFCARS. 



The first Federal Child and 
Family Services Reviews 
(CFSRs) began in 2001. 



Between 2004 and 2007, 
States implemented program 
improvement plans (PIPs) to 
improve areas not in 
conformity with required 
standards. 



Concern about outcomes for 
youth who “aged out” of 
foster care grew throughout 
the 1990s. 



P.L. 106-169 required the 
Children’s Bureau to create a 
data collection system to track 
State Independent Living 
services and to develop 
outcome measures to assess 
States’ performance in 
operating their Independent 
Living programs. 



The George W. Bush administration emphasized healthy marriage, fatherhood, and 
support for faith-based community agencies. 



Quality Improvement Centers (QICs) began in 2001 to promote development of 
evidence-based knowledge about effective child welfare practice and systemic 

change. 



In 2004, the Children’s Bureau 
funded seven new National 
Resource Centers and adopted 
a strategy to create a more 
formalized, coordinated 
Training and Technical 
Assistance (T&TA) Network. 



Child Welfare Information Gateway launched in June 2006 as an information 
service spanning the full spectrum of child welfare topics. 



Regional Partnerships Grants 
(RPGs) were first funded in FY 
2007. 



Regional Implementation Centers (ICs) focus on strategies to achieve sustainable, 
systemic change and improve outcomes for children and families. 



Private child welfare 
organizations played a critical 
role during the early years of 
the new century by helping 
sustain attention on child 
welfare training through their 
own initiatives and research. 



The Children’s Bureau 
concurred with many of the 
findings documented in the 
GAO report. 



The Children’s Bureau used discretionary grant funds to support new initiatives in 
child welfare training. 



The National Child Welfare Workforce Institute (NCWWI) builds capacity of the 
child welfare workforce and cultivates leadership within child welfare agencies. 



CAPTA was among several 
important programs 
reauthorized during the Bush 
administration. 



The Adoption Promotion Act of 2003 required the Children’s Bureau to produce a 
report to Congress on adoption and other permanency outcomes for older youth in 

foster care. 



The AdoptUSKids website was the first national, online photolisting site to feature 
photographs and biographies of children in the foster care system. 



In 2008, the Children’s 
Bureau Adoption 
Opportunities program 
provided discretionary 
funds to eight grantees to 
address the diligent 
recruitment of families for 
children in the foster care 
system. 



“Emerging Practices in the 
Prevention of Child Abuse 
and Neglect” was the 
culmination of a 2-year 
effort to generate new 
information about 
effective and innovative 
prevention programs. 



OCAN focused on making 
safe children and healthy 
families a shared 
responsibility. This was 
part of the theme of the 
15th National Conference 
on Child Abuse and 
Neglect. 



In 2003, the Children’s Bureau awarded funds for eight sites nationwide to replicate 
and evaluate the University of Maryland’s Family Connections program. 



The American 
Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act 
of 2009 increased 
funding for title 
IV-E adoption and 
foster care 
assistance. 



President Barack Obama signs the Child and Family Services Improvement and 
Innovation Act with guests in the Oval Office, Sept. 30, 2011.  



The National Resource 
Center for In-Home 
Services supports 
promising practices 
that help children 
remain safely in their 
homes when their 
families are at risk. 



The Children’s Bureau held its first Child Welfare Evaluation Summit in May 2009. 



In 2010, the Children’s Bureau awarded funding to implement the President’s 
Initiative to Reduce Long-Term Foster Care. 



Carol Wilson Spigner (Carol Williams) received the Children’s Bureau Centennial 
Award for extraordinary vision and leadership in the field of child welfare services. 



On April 9, 2012, the Children’s Bureau kicked off a year-long celebration of its 
100th anniversary. 



Children’s Bureau Speakers 
• Jane Morgan, Director, Child Welfare Capacity Building 
• Melissa Brodowski, Senior Child Welfare Program Specialist 
• Randi Walters, Child Welfare Program Specialist 
• John Hargrove, Office of Data, Analysis, Research and 

Evaluation 
• Joe Bock, Acting Associate Commissioner 



Jane Morgan, Director, Child Welfare 
Capacity Building 



Melissa Brodowski, Senior Child Welfare 
Program Specialist 



http://www.childwelfare.gov/preventing/ 

http://www.childwelfare.gov/preventing/


2012 Virtual participation now available, visit: 
http://www.pal-tech.com/web/OCAN/ and  

2013 Webcasts at http://www.pal-tech.com/web/NNCAN/index.cfm?p=5 
Coming soon - 19th National Conference, April 29-May 2, 2014 

 

http://www.pal-tech.com/web/OCAN/
http://www.pal-tech.com/web/NNCAN/index.cfm?p=5


Office on Child Abuse and Neglect  
Multi-level Prevention Strategies 

Individual 
Family 

Community 
Society 

Public 
Awareness 

 
Interagency 
Partnerships 

Community-Based Child Abuse Prevention 



Key Themes in Prevention 
• Measuring and evaluating the impact of prevention 

activities 
• Implementing and sustaining evidence based and 

evidence-informed programs 
• Embedding prevention within larger early childhood 

systems  
• Integrating parents as partners 
• Knowledge development, knowledge dissemination, 

and knowledge integration 



http://friendsnrc.org/vision-video  and 
http://friendsnrc.org/network-for-action 
  
 

http://friendsnrc.org/vision-video
http://friendsnrc.org/network-for-action


Randi Walters, Child Welfare Program 
Specialist  



John Hargrove, Office of Data Analysis, 
Research and Evaluation 



Joe Bock, Acting Associate Commissioner, 
Children’s Bureau  



For a recording of today’s presentation and other 
information about the Children’s Bureau’s Centennial 
Webinars, visit http://cb100.acf.hhs.gov/webinars 

To join our LinkedIn Discussion group, search “Children’s 
Bureau Centennial Webinars Discussion Group from your 
LinkedIn account or email elizabeth.mertinko@icfi.com 

Please remember to complete the webinar survey that appears 
on your screen when the webinar concludes! 
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